
Swaythling Parish 
Sunday 6 December 2020 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 
 
Welcome 
Below is a service sheet for you to use at home.  
You can also find our Sunday morning reflection on 
YouTube channel, available at 10am on Sunday, 
(and afterwards).  Please search for “Swaythling 
Parish” on YouTube to find and view it. 
 
 
Introduction from Rev Peter Dockree 
 
Welcome to our service today, however you 
are joining us. 
 
This Sunday is the second Sunday of Advent, 
and Bruce will be exploring the idea of going 
out. 
 
  
Lighting the Advent Candle 
 
Before we go further, we are going to light our 
second Advent candle.  
 
(if you are reading this at home you may like to 
find a candle to light at home). 
 
Looking forward can be an exciting thing to do 
and it can be a daunting thing to do.  The 
prophets were not always popular when they 
spoke of what was to come, they challenged 
and unsettled people in much of what they 

said.  We pray as we look forward we may 
have the courage to embrace the things that 
are discomforting and the embrace the 
possibilities before us.     
 

 
As we light our advent 
candle 
 
Light of the world, shine 
on us. 
us. 
 

 
 
 
Greeting  

Grace mercy and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you 
And also with you. 

   The Lord be with you 
    And also with you 
 
 
Hymn:  Come thou Long expected Jesus 
 
1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
 born to set thy people free, 
 from our fears and sins release us, 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
 
2 Israel's strength and consolation, 
 hope of all the earth thou art; 
 dear desire of every nation, 
 joy of every longing heart. 
 

3 Born thy people to deliver, 
 born a child and yet a king, 
 born to reign in us for ever, 
 now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 
4 By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
 by thine all-sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
My brothers and sister, not out of dread and 
fear 
but believing that God is faithful to forgive, 
let us rid ourselves of what we need to carry 
no longer. 
Eternal God, maker of the skies above, 
lowly Christ, born amidst the growing 
earth, 
Spirit of life, wind over the flowing 
waters, 
in earth and sky, you are there. 
O hidden mystery, sun behind all suns, 
soul behind all souls, 
in everything we touch, in everyone we 
meet, 
your presence is around us, and we give 
you thanks. 
But when we have not touched 
but trampled you in creation, 
when we have not met but missed you in 
one another, 
when we have not received but rejected 



you in the poor, 
forgive us, and hear now our plea for 
mercy  

©Iona Community. 

 
May the God of love 
Bring us back to himself, 
Forgive us our sins, 
and assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
The Collect  

Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
Readings:  
 
 
2 Peter 3: 8-15a    
Christians must prepare for judgement by living 
holy lives. 
 
But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that 
with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years are like one day. The 
Lord is not slow about his promise, as some 
think of slowness, but is patient with you, not 
wanting any to perish, but all to come to 
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 

with a loud noise, and the elements will be 
dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
 
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this 
way, what sort of people ought you to be in 
leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting 
for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set 
ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will 
melt with fire? But, in accordance with his 
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new 
earth, where righteousness is at home. 
 
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for 
these things, strive to be found by him at 
peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the 
patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God  

 
 
Mark 1: 1-8    
John the Baptist prepares the way for the coming 
of Christ. 
 
The beginning of the good news of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way; 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
    “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight”’, 
 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole 
Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s 
hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
‘The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
 
 
 
  



A Reflection from  
Canon Rev Bruce Hartnell 
 
From Square One 
 
Where to start? This is the first question facing 
every story-teller. Start at the beginning, of 
course. So ‘once upon a time’ there was…? No, 
not for Mark. 
He begins in the beginning and in the desert. 
Both locations are significant because these are 
two places to which we must return.  
 
‘The beginning’ takes us back to the start of it 
all. Let’s remember, the story- teller suggests, 
not where or when but with whom it all began.  
 
In the beginning, God… ‘The beginning’ is – not 
was. It’s present tense. In the pages of Mark’s 
fast-moving book, his take on the good news of 
Jesus is that unceasing love bids us welcome 
and calls us home.  
 
‘Good news’ it may be but we’re quickly in 
what you might call the Badlands - in the 
desert. Mark’s desert is many places. 
Geographically, it is the wilderness of Judaea. 
Hosea, one of the early prophetic voices, had 
said that in the desert God would speak 
tenderly to his people. But the voice we hear 
now is far from tender.  
 
The tone of John the Baptist is as harsh as the 
camel’s hair he wears. Who is this weird figure, 
munching his locusts like a celebrity eager to 
get out of here? Mark gives some broad hints. 
John is another prophet - the prophet Elijah. 

Elijah dressed like John and he ate an equally 
unappealing diet and spent his time in the 
desert. The most extraordinary thing about 
him, he didn’t die in the usual way but instead 
was swept up to heaven in a chariot of fire.  
 
Prophets who ride in the sky like that may well 
turn up again. So the expectation was born 
that, before the dreaded day of the Lord, Elijah 
would return. And the message of this Elijah 
figure? It is the message of all the prophets, 
terse and urgent: ‘Turn! Turn, this instant and 
prepare to meet your God.’ 
Flocks of people were going out to hear John. 
As John Pridmore points out in comments on 
this chapter of Mark, ‘outside’ is always where 
the people of God become a community of 
faith, whether it is in the Wilderness of Sinai, or 
where criminals are crucified, outside the city 
wall.  
 
Meeting outside is one of the options in the 
days looking forward to a Covid-safer 
Christmas, as you may have noticed.  
 
So it is in other stories too. In Islam, for 
example, the faithful are those who, like the 
prophet Mohammed, have fled, those who have 
left home and emigrated to God. Those who go 
to the Buddha for refuge follow one whose 
path to enlightenment began with the palace 
gates clanging shut behind him.  
 
The test of our turning (yours and mine) is the 
degree of our willingness ‘to go out’, to let go 
of our individual securities and privileges and 
to brave the desert. This is going to be a hair-

raising trip – not just for camels! Just you wait 
and see. 
 
 
 
 
Prayers 
Let us pray for our world, our community and 
those in need around us. 
 
For those unable to physically go out at this 
time.  Those perhaps who feel forgotten who 
have hardly been out for months.  Those who 
feel way outside there comfort zones and 
those of us who perhaps need prodding to go 
there.   For those struggling with mental or 
physical ill health.  Those whose lives feel 
without hope. 
 
Lord in you mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the world outside beyond our 
daily experiences.  For those facing 
unimaginable struggles.  Children suffering at 
the hands of abusers.  Adults trapped in the 
cycles of modern day slavery.   
 
For the ongoing world wide struggle against 
covid 19.  We give thanks for the promise of 
vaccines and pray for all working in this field.   
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We pray too for the situations in our world 
and the crisis that are happening under the 



radar, unseen by the world as it battles the 
virus.  For central America, having suffered two 
recent severe hurricanes.  For communities 
ravaged by these disasters, crops destroyed, 
homes wrecked. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Circle us, Lord 
Circle this world with the joy of your Salvation 
Where there is sickness and disease bring 
healing 
Where there is hunger and despair bring hope 
Where there is torture and oppression bring 
release 
 

(Silent prayer) 
 

Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle this world with the light of your 
presence . 
Amen 

(Faith and worship) 

 
This period is being experienced and lived by 
people is so many different ways.  Rules that 
for some are life limiting and deeply challenging 
for their mental health and loneliness are for 
others an opportunity to stop.  Where some 
are finding this time painful and tough, others 
are finding it liberating, and many perhaps can 
associate with both the highs and the lows.  
Whatever experience you are having at this 
time, if you would like a listening ear or to be 
held in prayer, practical support or emotional 
support, please do feel free to get in touch. 
 

Hymn: Long Ago, prophets knew 
 

1 Long ago, prophets knew  
 Christ would come, born a Jew,  
 come to make all things new;  
 bear his People's burden,  
 freely love and pardon.  
 

 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!   
 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!   
 When he comes, when he comes,   
 who will make him welcome?  
 
2 God in time, God in man,  
 this is God's timeless plan:  
 he will come, as a man,  
 born himself of woman,  
 God divinely human.  
   
3 Mary hail! Though afraid, 
 she believed, she obeyed. 
 In her womb, God is laid: 
 till the time expected, 
 nurtured and protected, 
  
4 Journey ends! Where afar 
 Bethl'em shines, like a star, 
 stable door stands ajar. 
 unborn Son of Mary, 
 Saviour, do not tarry! 
 
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!   
 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!   
 Jesus comes!   Jesus comes!  
 We will make him welcome!  
 

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) © 1971 Stainer & Bell Ltd 

 

Closing Blessing 
Thank you to everyone for joining us today.    
 
May God give us light to guide us, 
Courage to support us, 
And love to unite us, 
Now and evermore 
and may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen  

(B.O’Malley) 
 
 
 

Thank you for joining in with us.  If we can support you in 
any way, please get in touch. peter.dockree@outlook.com 
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