
Swaythling Parish 
Sunday 27 December 2020 

First Sunday of Christmas 
 
Welcome 
Below is a service sheet for you to use at home.  
You can also find our Sunday morning reflection on 
YouTube channel, available at 10am on Sunday, 
(and afterwards).  Please search for “Swaythling 
Parish” on YouTube to find and view it. 
 
 
Introduction from Rev Peter Dockree 
Welcome to our service today, however you 
are joining us. 
 
 
 
Greeting  
Grace mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
And also with you. 
 
The Lord be with you 
 And also with you 
 
O Lord, open our lips, 
and our mouth shall proclaim your 
praise. 
 
Blessed are you, sovereign God, 
creator of heaven and earth, 
To you be praise and glory for ever. 
As your living word, eternal in heaven, 
assumed the frailty of our mortal flesh, 
may the light of your love be born in us 

to fill our hearts as we say: 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
Set our hearts on fire with love for you, 
now and for ever.         Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn: In the bleak mid-winter 
 
1 In the bleak mid-winter 

Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter, 
Long ago. 

 
2 Our God, heaven cannot hold him 

Nor earth sustain;  
heaven and earth shall flee away 
When he comes to reign:  
In the bleak mid-winter 
A stable place sufficed  
The Lord God Almighty 
Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 

3 Angels and archangels 
May have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim 
Thronged the air –  
But only his mother 
In her maiden bliss 
Worshipped the beloved 
With a kiss. 

 
4 What can I give him 

Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him — 
Give my heart. 

 
Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) 

 
Prayer of Confession 
My brothers and sister, not out of dread and 
fear 
but believing that God is faithful to forgive, 
let us rid ourselves of what we need to carry 
no longer. 
Eternal God, maker of the skies above, 
lowly Christ, born amidst the growing 
earth, 
Spirit of life, wind over the flowing 
waters, 
in earth and sky, you are there. 
O hidden mystery, sun behind all suns, 
soul behind all souls, 
in everything we touch, in everyone we 
meet, 
your presence is around us, and we give 



you thanks. 
But when we have not touched 
but trampled you in creation, 
when we have not met but missed you in 
one another, 
when we have not received but rejected 
you in the poor, 
forgive us, and hear now our plea for 
mercy  

©Iona Community. 

 
May the God of love 
Bring us back to himself, 
Forgive us our sins, 
and assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
The Collect  

Almighty God, 
who wonderfully created us in your own 
image, 
and yet more wonderfully restored us 
through your Son Jesus Christ: grant that, 
as he came to share our humanity, 
so we may share in the life of his divinity; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Reading   
 
Verses from Isaiah 9 
The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light, 
those who dwell in a land of deep darkness 

upon them light has shined. 
You have increased their joy and given them 
great gladness: 
they rejoiced before you as with joy at the 
harvest. 
For you have shattered the yoke that burdened 
them; 
the collar that lay heavy on their shoulders. 
For to us a child is born and to us a son is 
given, 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
And his name shall be called: Wonderful 
Counsellor; the Mighty God; 
the Everlasting Father; the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and peace 
there will be no end, 
Upon the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, 
to establish and uphold it with justice and 
righteousness. 
From this time forth and for evermore 
the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
Reading   
 
Verses from John 1 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God.  All things came 
into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being.  What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among 

us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
 
 
A Reflection from  
Ann Lewin 
 
If you had an Advent Calendar, by 25 
December, Christmas Day, you would have 
opened all the doors or windows, possibly 
eaten all the chocolates hidden behind them, 
and arrived at the stable in Bethlehem, to the 
familiar scene of the Baby in the manger, with 
Mary and Joseph and various other people, and 
probably some animals  as well– all peaceful 
and calm.  That’s Christmas for many people, 
the end of the story and the end of the 
festivities, unless the relaxation of the Covid 
safety rules meant that celebrations could 
continue until today for your family group. All 
around us the lights will have been switched 
off, the shops will be open again, and life will 
continue in whatever ways we are allowed to 
live it. 
 
But the Church has another few windows in its 
calendar. In the Book of Common Prayer, the 
three days after Christmas are all festival days 
– but days with a difference.  If we only had 
Matthew’s and Luke’s Gospels to rely on, we 
might have ended up just with the parts of 
Christmas that everyone loves: they are the 
Gospels that tell us all the birth stories. They 



also of course tell us that the baby grew up and 
stretched people into new maturity by what he 
said and did, and the person he was.  The 
reason we keep Christmas is about far more 
than the birth of a child.   
 
St John, whom we celebrate today tells us what 
was going on beneath the surface.  He doesn’t 
say anything about Bethlehem, angels, 
shepherds, or wise men.  He says, (in verses 
from John ch 1) 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God.  All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being.  What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people.  The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it.  And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 
 
 He says that Jesus is the light that came into 
the world to rescue people from darkness, and 
transform their lives. The good news is that 
the darkness has never been able to extinguish 
the light, although people have often chosen to 
stay in the darkness because the light is too 
difficult to cope with.  That’s what Christmas is 
about – much stronger stuff than the little Lord 
Jesus safely asleep in the hay. 
 
John’s day is flanked by two days of harsh 
reality.  December 26, Boxing Day, the Feast of 
Stephen,  is known by many as the day when 

Good King Wenceslas looked out of his 
window and saw a poor man gathering winter 
fuel.  He was prompted to make provision for 
the man, and the carol telling the story ends 
with a recommendation that we should follow 
his example and care for people in need.  But 
the story of Stephen, whose day it is, is darker; 
He was stoned to death because he challenged 
the religious people of his day to let the light of 
Christ transform their lives.  Their response 
was to reject the message and kill the 
messenger – but they didn’t stop the light 
spreading. 
 
Tomorrow, December 28 Holy Innocents Day, 
is the day when we remember how King 
Herod, asked by the Wise Men where they 
might find the newborn King of the Jews, 
terrified of the challenge the new baby might 
turn out to be when he grew up, ordered all 
the children under two years of age to be 
killed. Jesus only escaped that fate by being 
taken into Egypt by his parents. 
 
We may not observe either of these days with 
much enthusiasm, but they are there,  
challenging us  to think about what was going 
on beneath the surface of the Christmas events 
that we celebrate.. 
 
This year perhaps we will find more 
resonances than we have before, because of 
the circumstances in which we have been 
living.  At the heart of that first Christmas 
there was pain: bleeding and crying, rejection 
and persecution.  We don’t have to look far to 
see all that being played out in our world now. 

 
Bethlehem at the time of Christ’s birth wasn’t 
a place of peace and stillness: people lived 
under rules imposed on them by a foreign 
power.  It’s like that now, as it is in many parts 
of the world.   Mary and Joseph had to flee for 
their lives with their baby: all over the world, 
people are on the move because powerful 
people are destroying their homes and their 
livelihoods. Children are living in poverty and 
hunger, not just in refugee camps. 
 
Nearer at home Christmas will have been 
painful for many people this year. Economic 
conditions are forcing people to fear for their 
homes and their livelihoods. There was no 
room at the Inn for Mary and Joseph– we can 
related to that rather ruefully, as the hospitality 
industry in our own country is under threat.  
Family gatherings may well have been more 
difficult because a loved one has died from 
Covid, or other illnesses have had to wait for 
proper treatment.  Some people will have been 
alone on account of their own health, or 
because their presence with others would go 
beyond the permitted number of people who 
can gather.  There will have been many things 
that we couldn’t do: missing out on singing 
carols will have been one of many aspects of 
our traditional celebrations we have had to 
forgo, along with nativity plays and parties. 
 
But the darkness hasn’t overcome us, nor will 
it, as long as we choose to live in the light, hard 
though it may be at times.  The challenge John 
in his Gospel gives us today is to let the light of 
hope shine in and through us, transforming the 



communities in which we live.  And that’s not 
just for the Christmas season, it’s for life.    
The festivities will come to an end, but the 
work of Christmas is only just beginning.  We 
are called to find the lost, to heal the broken, 
to release the prisoners, to rebuild the nations, 
to make peace among people, to make music in 
our hearts.  If we find that a daunting prospect, 
John reminds us that  Christ’s light is stronger 
than the darkness of our doubt.   
 
 
 
Prayers 
So let us pray 
God of light and truth, we give you glory and 
praise that you are God. We thank you for 
enlightening our lives with the gift of Jesus. 
Help us to be faithful in sharing our joy in your 
goodness, and to keep hope alive in our 
communities.  
 
As we give thanks for Christ the light of the 
world, we pray for places where darkness 
seems very great: for people who live in fear; 
for all who are oppressed; for all whose lives 
are ruined by war.  We pray for all who try to 
gain power by violence, that their hearts will 
be transformed by your light and love. 
As we give thanks for families and friends, and 
all the opportunities for renewing contact that 
Christmas brings, we pray for all whose 
Christmas has been darkened by grief, poverty, 
sickness or loneliness.  Give us all the healing 
and courage that we need, and help us to hear 
the echo of the angels song as our journey 
through life continues.  Amen 

 
And ending with The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen 
 
 
 
 
Hymn:     Joy to the world 
 
1 Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 
2 Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns! 

Your sweetest songs employ 
while fields and floods,  
rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

 
3 He rules the world with  

truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders, of his love. 

 
 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
 

 
Closing Blessing 
Thank you to everyone for joining us today.    
 
May God who has called us out of darkness 
into his marvellous light, 
bless us and fill us with peace.  Amen 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Material from Common Worship. 
 
 

Thank you for joining in with us.  If we can support you in 
any way, please get in touch. peter.dockree@outlook.com 
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