
Swaythling Parish 
Sunday 13 December 2020 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 
Welcome 
Below is a service sheet for you to use at home.  You 
can also find our Sunday morning reflection on 
YouTube channel, available at 10am on Sunday, (and 
afterwards).  Please search for “Swaythling Parish” 
on YouTube to find and view it. 
 
Introduction from Rev Peter Dockree 
Welcome to our service today, however you are 
joining us. 
 
This Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent, and 
Ann will be sharing a reflection with us later on 
speaking truth to power. 
 
  
Lighting the Advent Candle 
We are now going to light our third Advent 
candle.  (if you are reading this at home you may 
like to find a candle to light at home). 
 
The third candle is for John the Baptist.  John the 
Baptist can be a hard figure to relate to, a social 
maverick with odd clothing, but he plays a vital 
role, he graciously prepares the way.  Many times 
in life we may be called to be the side role, 
preparing the ground for a more prominent role 
of another, may we do this with grace. 

 
As we light our advent candle 
Light of the world, shine on 
us. 

 
 

Greeting  
Grace mercy and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
And also with you. 

   The Lord be with you 
    And also with you 
 
Hymn: New every morning 
 
1   New every morning is the love 

our wakening and uprising prove; 
through sleep and darkness safely brought, 
restored to life and power and thought. 
 

2   New mercies, each returning day, 
hover around us while we pray; 
new perils past, new sins forgiven, 
new thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 
 

3   If on our daily course our mind 
be set to hallow all we find, 
new treasures still, of countless price, 
God will provide for sacrifice. 
 

4   Old friends, old scenes, will lovelier be, 
As more of heaven in each we see; 
Some softening gleam of love and prayer 
Shall dawn on every cross and care. 
 

5   The trivial round, the common task, 
will furnish all we need to ask, 
room to deny ourselves, a road 
to bring us daily nearer God. 
 

6   Only, O Lord, in thy dear love 
fit us for perfect rest above; 
and help us, this and every day, 
to live more nearly as we pray. 

John Keble (1792-1866) 

Prayer of Confession 
My brothers and sister, not out of dread and fear 
but believing that God is faithful to forgive, 
let us rid ourselves of what we need to carry no 
longer. 
Eternal God, maker of the skies above, 
lowly Christ, born amidst the growing 
earth, 
Spirit of life, wind over the flowing waters, 
in earth and sky, you are there. 
O hidden mystery, sun behind all suns, 
soul behind all souls, 
in everything we touch, in everyone we 
meet, 
your presence is around us, and we give 
you thanks. 
But when we have not touched 
but trampled you in creation, 
when we have not met but missed you in 
one another, 
when we have not received but rejected 
you in the poor, 
forgive us, and hear now our plea for 
mercy  
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May the God of love 
Bring us back to himself, 
Forgive us our sins, 
and assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
The Collect  

God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way 
of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 



and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 
Readings:  
 
Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11  
Isaiah, in words that Jesus will quote later, speaks of 
being empowered by God to proclaim salvation. 
 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, 
    to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn; 
to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
    they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
    the devastations of many generations. 
 
For I the Lord love justice, 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them. 
Their descendants shall be known among the 
nations, 
    and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 
    that they are a people whom the Lord has 
blessed. 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
    my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, 
    he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and 
praise 
    to spring up before all the nations. 
 
John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
John the Baptist points to the one who will follow 
him. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. 
 
This is the testimony given by John when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did 
not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 
And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ 
He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He 
answered, ‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are 
you? Let us have an answer for those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?’ He said, 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord”’, 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
 
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 
They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if 
you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with 
water. Among you stands one whom you do not 
know, the one who is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This 
took place in Bethany across the Jordan where 
John was baptizing. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
 
A Reflection from  
Ann Lewin 
 
One of the customs associated with Advent is 
lighting candles on the Advent wreath. The 
candles symbolise four stages the people of God 
went through on the journey to the birth of 
Christ. The first candle stands for the Patriarchs, 
the great figures from the earliest history of the 
Jewish people, when they were becoming 
established as a nation. The second represents 
the Prophets, people who kept on reminding 
God’s people of their calling to be faithful to the 
God who had cared for them throughout their 
history, and rescued them from many disastrous 
situations. The third one, which we light today, 
focuses our attention on John the Baptist, the 
person who was called to prepare the way for 
the Messiah, the one in whom God would act to 
free his people once and for all from all that kept 
them from enjoying the fullness of life that God 
intends for all his people. The fourth candle, 



which will be lit next week, represents Mary, 
who brought the Saviour of humankind to birth. 
 
So today we think about John the Baptist, whose 
birth was as unexpected as that of Isaac to Sarah 
and Abraham way back in the beginning of the 
Jewish story. The similarity should alert us to 
recognise that this is another intervention by 
God, to enable his purposes to be carried out. 
We know nothing about John’s childhood after 
his surprise naming and the claim made by his 
father that he would be a prophet, proclaiming 
the day of God’s coming action to rescue his 
people. All we are told, by Luke who records 
this part of his story, is that John disappeared 
into the wilderness. Matthew joins Luke to tell us 
that John appeared on the scene again many 
years later, wearing animal skin clothing and 
eating a basic diet of locusts and honey – 
nutritious, as Bear Grylls would agree, even if not 
very appealing to modern tastes. 
 
John was a man with a message,’ Repent, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.’ He must have 
said more than that, for he struck a chord with 
the crowds who came out to see this strange 
figure. They flocked to be baptised as a sign of 
repentance, a desire to turn away from their old 
life, which is what repentance means, and to start 
again, trying to live God’s way. Religious leaders 
were as intrigued as anyone else by this man who 
was attracting so much attention, claiming to be 
an agent of God’s coming kingdom: after all, that 
was their job. John was not impressed by what 
he saw as their attempt to be seen as people 
who repented just like everyone else. He was 
uncompromising, calling them a brood of vipers 
fleeing from impending disaster. It’s not enough, 
he said, to claim that you are God’s people. The 

real test of your claim is that you bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. You have to change how 
you live, otherwise you will be rejected. 
 
Other people asked John what they should do, 
and he said that as a general rule they should be 
more generous, and share their possessions and 
food with others who were less fortunate. 
Tax collectors, a body of people generally 
disliked because the money they collected went 
to the Roman authorities, also came and asked 
John what they should do. He told them to be 
transparent in their dealings, and only collect 
what was their due instead of taking a bit extra 
to line their own coffers. Soldiers wanted advice 
too, and John told them to treat people with 
respect without violence or bullying, and to stop 
grumbling about their pay. 
 
John set the record straight about what being a 
prophet is. Prophets don’t foretell the future, 
except in so far as they tell people what the 
consequences of their actions will be. The Day of 
the Lord will be the time when everyone has to 
take responsibility for what they have done, and 
take the consequences. To be a prophet meant 
speaking truth to power, whether the power was 
great like that of the rulers, religious leaders or 
the military, or small like the influence ordinary 
people have in their daily lives, as they enable 
people to flourish or leave them in their misery. 
 
Speaking truth to power can be a risky business - 
it cost John his life. He dared to criticise Herod, 
the local ruler at the time, because he had 
married Herodias his brother’s wife, which was 
against the law. Herod first of all had John put in 
prison, but then at a birthday party his daughter 
Salome danced for him so beautifully that he 

promised to give her anything she wanted. 
Influenced by her mother she asked for John’s 
head, and was given the most gruesome gift any 
daughter has ever received. 
 
I wonder what John would have to say if he 
arrived among us today. Would he have 
something to say about a country that is split 
economically as a result of decisions made by 
powerful people? Would he question those who 
claim to have made provision for those who 
struggle to make ends meet, but still leave large 
numbers of people living on or just below the 
breadline? Would he want to say something 
about the way we have misused the natural 
resources of our planet? What would he say 
about bullying, on line or in person? What about 
the way some people in the sports and 
entertainment world get enormous financial 
rewards for what they do, while some of the 
people who work in or alongside the NHS are 
paid a minimum wage? And then there are those 
who make and sell armaments to countries 
known to use them to torture and oppress 
others. What would he make of a rich country 
thinking about cutting its Aid to the less well 
developed parts of the world? The list of areas 
and attitudes John might want us to address 
seems to be endless. And of course the 
solutions, we might say, lie in the hands of people 
much more powerful than we are. 
 
But let’s not underestimate the part we can play 
in helping God’s Kingdom of peace and justice to 
come on earth. We pray for it regularly, but John 
might want to ask us what we are doing about 
enabling it to come. John’s message to everyone 
was ‘repent, turn away from sin and live God’s 
way.’ We sometimes list sin in two categories: 



things we do but shouldn’t , sins of commission, 
and things we don’t do but should – sins of 
omission. But there is a third category, the sins 
of permission, the things we allow to happen 
instead of challenging them. John might ask us 
what we allow ourselves, or society at large, or 
the church, to get away with, and why. Is it 
because we can’t be bothered, or because we 
are afraid to stick our necks out? Or is it that we 
don’t think that what we could do would make 
any difference? ‘Every little helps’ is a familiar 
strap-line. There are of course others, but this 
one makes a point that perhaps John would want 
us to take seriously. 
As we go on preparing to welcome God coming 
into our world again at Christmas, to show us in 
Jesus what human life could really be like, 
perhaps we could take some time to think about 
how we could better serve the Kingdom and 
keep hope for a better future alive. What are we 
allowing to go unchallenged? And what are we 
going to do about it? 
Let our prayer be: 
‘Thy kingdom come, O Lord, and let it begin with 
me.’ 
Amen. 
 
 
Prayers 
Let us pray for our world, our community and those 
in need around us. 
 
Prayer for the coming of the Kingdom: 
 
In the places of decision -making, 
and the places of powerlessness: 
    Thy Kingdom come. 
In the places of wealth 
and the places of poverty: 

    Thy Kingdom come. 
Where we are healthy  
and where we are sick: 
    Thy Kingdom come. 
In the streets of plenty 
and the dark corners and alleys: 
    Thy Kingdom come. 
Where people are oppressed 
and in the hearts of the oppressors: 
    Thy Kingdom come. 
In our places of worship 
and where there is no faith: 
    Thy Kingdom come. 
In our places of learning 
and our places of ignorance: 
    Thy Kingdom come. 
In our homes and our welcomes 
and where people couldn't care less: 
    Thy Kingdom come. 
In all that we are and do and say and think, may 
we be signs of God's love for the world: 
Amen 
 
Hymn: Take my life and let it be. 

 
1     Take my life and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in endless praise, 
 

2     Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee, 
 

3     Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from thee, 

 
4     Take my silver and my gold; 

not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use 
every power as thou shalt choose, 
 

5     Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne, 
 

6    Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee. 

 
F R Havergal (1836-1879) 

 
Closing Blessing 
Thank you to everyone for joining us today.    
 
May God give us light to guide us, 
Courage to support us, 
And love to unite us, 
Now and evermore 
and may the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen  

(B.O’Malley) 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for joining in with us.  If we can support you in 
any way, please get in touch. peter.dockree@outlook.com 
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